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(57) ABSTRACT 

A frequency scanning radio receiver scans and receives 
transmissions on discrete radio frequencies. The frequency 
scanning radio receiver is programmable to monitor fre- 
quencies in a geographical area where the receiver is 
located. The receiver is coupled to a communication device, 
located externally or internally of the receiver, for commu- 
nication with a positioning system, such as the global 
positioning system, to determine the geographical location 
of the frequency scanning radio receiver either automatically 
or in response to a manual request. A data base of frequency 
allocation data, either internal to the radio or in a remotely 
located host system, provides frequency data to a memory in 
the frequency scanning radio receiver based on geographical 
location of the receiver determined through the communi- 
cation device to program the receiver to monitor local radio 
frequency transmissions. 
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
AUTOMATICALLY PROGRAMMING FREQUENCY 
SCANNING RADIO RECEIVERS 

[0001] This disclosure is a oontinuation-iD-part of U.S. 
patent appUcation Ser. No. 09/122,880, filed Jul. 26, 1998, 
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,192,223, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to frequency scan- 
ning radio receivers. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to automatically programming the receiving frequen- 
cies of a finequency scanning radio receiver to frequencies on 
which signals arc broadcast in the geographical location of 
the receiver, even if the receiver is continually moved to 
diHerent locations. 

[0003] Conventional frequency scanning radio receivers 
monitor radio transmissions by continually tuning the 
receiver, i.e., scanning, a group of discrete frequencies. 
When a transmission is detected on a frequency to which the 
receiver tunes, and the transmission signal level exceeds a 
threshold, nining stops and the transmission is monitored. 
All radio receivers can only receive transmissions within a 
limited geographic area. The transmissions of usual interest 
to listeners using frequency scanning receivers are, for 
example, police, emergency medical services, &re, and pub- 
lic service agencies, assigned to discrete frequencies. Other 
local transmissions, for example, transmissions from local 
businesses, may not be of interest to these listeners. There- 
fore, a listener must determine the frequencies of interest 
that are to be monitored and tune or program the frequency 
scanning receiver so that only those frequencies are moni- 
tored. 

[0004] Historically, scanning radio receivers have been 
manually programmable, i.e., a listener manually inputs to a 
memory in the receiver the frequencies to be monitored. The 
frequencies of interest are established by experience, from 
Federal Communications Commission p^CQ license 
records, by purdiase of chaimel listings from a private 
source, or otherwise. Privately published frequency alloca- 
tions are frequently out-of-date. 

[0005] Manually programming a radio receiver to monitor 
selected channels is an onerous and time consuming task 
that is subject to data entry errors. Programming a radio 
receiver involves consulting an owner's manual, and manu- 
ally entering programming data and each frequency to be 
monitored using an input device, such as a keypad. 

[0006] A frequency scanning radio receiver requires 
reprogramming whenever the listener changes geographic 
areas. The difficulty and time required to program and 
reprogram a conventional scanning radio receiver has led to 
listener frustration and is a major cause of return of fre- 
quency scanning radio receivers to retailers and manufac- 
turers for rebmds. Accordingly, there exists a need for a 
frequency scanning radio receiver that overcomes the prob- 
lems of manual programming of frequencies of interest. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
frequency scanning radio receiver in which the receiving 
frequencies of interest are automatically programmed into 
the receiver. 



[0008] Another object of the invention is to provide a 
frequency scanning receiver with an internal circuit for 
determining the geographical location of the receiver to 
determine wbether the progranuned receiving frequencies 
need to be updated because of a change in location of the 
receiver. 

[0009] Another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a frequency scanning radio receiver in which the 
receiving frequencies of interest in a local area specified by 
the listener are automatically programmed into the receiver 
from a data base at a remote location or from a data base 
within the receiver. 

[0010] A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a host system that stores frequency allocation infor- 
mation for geographic locations and for assembling and 
transmitting frequency allocation information for any loca- 
tion, upon request, for programming receiving frequencies 
into a frequency scanning radio receiver. 

[0011] According to a first aspect of the invention, a 
programmable frequency scanning radio receiver comprises 
a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; a communication 
device coupled to the frequency scanning radio receiver for 
determining the geogr^hical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver by communication with a geographi- 
cal positioning system; a memory for storing frequency data, 
the frequency data including a plurality of frequencies 
corresponding to respective transmitting parties of interest 
located within a reception range of the geographical location 
of the frequency scanning radio receiver; and a processing 
circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, and the com- 
munication device, accessing the memory, controlling the 
receiver to monitor transmissions only al the frequencies of 
the frequency data in the memory, and controlling and 
receiving determination of the geographical location and 
supplying the geographical location of the frequency scan- 
ning radio receiver by the coaununication device for updat- 
ing the frequency data. 

[0012] According to a second aspect of the invention, a 
programmable frequency scanning radio receiver comprises 
a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; a memory for 
storing frequency data, the frequency data including a plu- 
rality of frequencies corresponding to respective transmit- 
ting parties of interest located within a reception range of the 
geographical location of the frequency scanning radio 
receiver; a data base of frequency allocations and geographi- 
cal location information corresponding to the frequency 
allocations, internal to the frequency scanning radio 
receiver, for programming the frequency scanning radio 
receiver; and a processing circuit coupled to the memory, the 
receiver, and the data base, assembling frequency data from 
the data base, based on the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver, storing in the memory the 
frequency data assembled from the data base, and control- 
ling the receiver to monitor transmissions only at the fre- 
quencies of the frequency data in the memory. 

[0013] According to yet another aspect of the present 
invention, a method of automatically programming a fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver to monitor transmissions 
only on programmed discrete frequencies comprises deter- 
mining the geographical location of the frequency scanning 



us 2001/0006892 Al 



2 



Jul. 5, 2001 



radio receiver through a oommimicatioo device coupled to 
the frequency scaDoiog radio receiver by commuiucatioD 
with a geographical positioning system; in refuse to the 
geographical location determination, assembling Crequency 
data from a data base including frequency allocations and 
geographical location information corresponding to the fre- 
quency allocations for locations proximate the geographical 
location of the frequency scanning radio receiver determined 
through the communication device; supplying the frequency 
data from the data base to a memory in the frequency 
scanning radio receiver; and, in response to the frequency 
data received from the data base, programming the fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver to monitor transmissions 
only on operating frequencies of the frequency data. 

[0014] According to a fourth aspect of the invention, a 
programmable transceiver includes a receiver for receiving 
radio frequency transmissions at each of a plurality of 
discrete frequencies; a transmitter for transmitting radio 
frequency transmissions at each of a plurality of discrete 
frequencies; a communication device coupled to the trans- 
ceiver for determining the geographical location of the 
transceiver by communication with a geographical position- 
ing system; a memory for storing frequency data, the fre- 
quency data inchiding a plurality of frequencies correspond- 
ing to respective transmitting and receiving parties of 
interest located within a reception and transmission range of 
the geographical location of the transceiver; and a process- 
ing circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, the trans- 
mitter, and the communication device, accessing the 
memory, controlling the receiver and the transmitter to 
operate only at the frequencies of the frequency data in the 
memory, and controlling and receiving a determination of 
the geographical location of the transceiver by the commu- 
nication device for updating the frequency data. 

[0015] According to a fifth aspect of the invention, a 
programmable transceiver includes a receiver for receiving 
radio frequency transmissions at each of a plurality of 
discrete frequencies; a transmitter for transmitting radio 
frequency transmission at each of a plurality of discrete 
frequencies; a memory for storing frequency data, the fre- 
quency data including a plurality of frequencies correspond- 
ing to respective transmitting and receiving parties of inter- 
est located within a reception and transmission range of the 
geographical location of the transceiver, a data base of 
frequency allocations and geographical location information 
corresponding to the frequency allocations, internal to the 
transceiver, for programming the transceiver; and a process- 
ing circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, the trans- 
mitter, and the data base, assembling the frequency data 
from the data base, based on the geographical location of the 
transceiver, storing in the memory the frequency data 
assembled from the data base, and controlling the receiver 
and the transmitter to operate only at the frequencies of the 
frequency data in the memory. 

[0016] According to a sixth aspect of the invention, a 
method of automatically progranmiing a transceiver 
inchides determining the geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver through a communication device coupled to the 
transceiver by communicating with a geographical position- 
ing system; in response to the geographical location deter- 
mination, assembling frequency data from a data base 
including frequency allocations and geographical location 
information corresponding to the frequency allocations for 



locations proximate the geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver determined through the communication device; sup- 
plying the frequency data from the data base to a memory in 
the transceiver; and in response to the frequency data 
received from the data base, programming the transceiver to 
operate only on operating frequencies of the frequency data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a frequency scanning 
radio receiver programming apparatus. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a host system usable 
with embodiments of the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a host system usable 
with embodiments of the present invention. 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a service code conversion table usable 
with embodiments of the present invention. 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an example of the 
operation of a host system. 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a frequency scarming 
radio receiver. 

[0023] FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating an example of 
frequency scanning radio receiver programming. 

[0024] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a frequency scanning 
radio receiver programming apparatus according to an alter- 
native embodiment of the present invention. 

[0025] FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a frequency scanning 
radio receiver programming apparatus according to another 
alternative embodiment of the present invention. 

[0026] FIGS. 10a and 106 are block diagrams of fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver programming apparatus 
according to embodiments of the present invention. 

[0027] FIGS, na and lib are block diagrams of fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver programming apparatus 
according to further embodiments of the present invention. 

[0028] FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating an example of 
the operation of a host system according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0029] FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a frequency scanning 
radio receiver according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0030] FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating an example of 
frequency scanning radio receiver programming according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0031] FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating an example of 
frequency scanning radio receiver programming from an 
internal frequency data base according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0032] FIGS. 16a and 166 are blodc diagrams of trans- 
ceiver programming apparatus according to embodiments of 
the invention. 

[0033] FIGS. 17fl and lib are blodc diagrams of trans-, 
ceiver programming apparatus according to further embodi- 
ments of the present invention. 

[0034] FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a transceiver accord- 
ing to an emt>odiment of the present invention. 
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[0035] In all figures, like elements are given tbe same 
reference numbers. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0036] An embodiment of a frequency scanning radio 
receiver programming apparatus is illustrated in FIG. 1. The 
frequency scanning radio receiver programming apparatus 
comprises a frequency scanning radio receiver 2, a host 
system 4, and a conmiunication medium 6. The frequency 
scanning radio receiver 2 includes a tuner that sequentially 
scans radio frequencies that are selected or specified by a 
listener and stored in the receiver. Hie frequency scanning 
radio receiver 2 includes a memory and a processing circuit 
for controlling operation and programming the receiver. The 
processing circuit controls the receiver according to a con- 
trol program stored in the memory. 

[0037] Tlie frequencies to be monitored by the frequency 
scanning radio receiver 2 are automatically programmable 
from outside the receiver and may be changed at will. More 
particularly, the frequency scanning radio receiver 2 
receives frequency data from the host system 4 through the 
communication medium 6, in refuse to a request, and 
programs the receiver frequencies usmg that fi^quency data. 
The radio receiver 2 includes a communication device, such 
as a modem, electronic or acoustical, or a specialized 
receiver section, to receive the frequency data from the host 
system 4. In some embodiments, the conununication device 
sends a programming request from the frequency scanning 
radio receiver 2 to the host system 4 and receives the 
frequency data from the host system 4. In other embodi- 
ments, the listener sends a programming request through one 
communication medium, and the communication device 
receives the frequency data through another communication 
medium, in still other embodiments, the radio receiver 2 
may utilize the same receiver to monitor radio frequency 
transmissions and to receive the frequency data. The scan- 
ning radio receiver 2 may also be manually programmable 
through a user interface, such as a keypad. 

[0038] The host system 4 embodying the present invention 
comprises a processing circuit for processing programming 
requests from tbe frequency scanning radio receiver 2. The 
host system assembles frequency data to be sent to the 
frequency scanning radio receiver 2 in response to a pro- 
gramming request. Tbe host system 4 includes a memory 
device that stores a control program for the processing 
circuit, frequency allocation information, such as licensee, 
location, frequency, usage type, and associated geographic 
information. The host system uses the geographic informa- 
tion in responding to a programming request and assembling 
frequency data for a specific geographical area to be sent to 
a frequency scanning radio receiver. However, the present 
invention is not limited to using geographic information to 
assemble fi^uency data. Any information that enables the 
host system to assemble operating frequencies of interest for 
a listener may be used. The host system 4 also includes a 
communication device, such as a modem, for communicat- 
ing with the frequency scanning radio receiver 2. 

[0039] The communication medium 6 comprises any 
medium suitable for transferring data between the host 
system 4 and the frequency scanning radio receiver 2. For 
example, if the host system 4 and a frequency scanning radio 



receiver 2 each include a modem, the conununication 
medium may comprise a telephone netwoik. In an alterna- 
tive embodiment, the host system 4 and the frequency 
scanning radio receiver 2 may communicate using a wireless 
medium, such as a mobile telephone, pager netwoik, and/or 
satellite network. In another alternative, the host system 4 
and the frequency scanning radio receiver 2 may commu- 
nicate using a combination of different media. For example, 
a programming information request may be sent by a 
telephone network and the frequency data may be received 
by the same receiver or part of the same receiver that is tised 
to monitor radio frequency transmissions, i.e., the frequency 
scanning receiver. 

[0040] Although the illustrated embodiment depicts a 
single host system 4 and a single scanning radio receiver 2, 
generally, a single host system creates and electronically 
transmits frequency data to a multitude of frequency scan- 
ning radio receivers. 

[0041] Further, the programming system may include 
more than one host system for creating and electronically 
transmitting frequency data to frequency scanning radio 
receivers. A plurality of host systems, at a single location or 
multiple locations, enables the programming system to 
receive and process programming requests from a plurality 
of radios efficiently, even when multiple programming 
requests are received simultaneously. 

[0042] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a host system 
embodying the present invention. In the illustrated embodi- 
ment, the host system communicates with the finequency 
scanning radio receiver through a telephone netwoik using 
a modem 10. Hie modem 10 sends frequency data to the 
frequency scanning radio receiver. In a preferred embodi- 
ment, the modem 10 also receives programming requests 
from the frequency scanning radio receiver including a 
modem. The modem 10 may comprise an analog modem or 
a digital modem, for example, an ISDN modem. 

[0043] The host system includes a memory 14 and a 
processing circuit 12 for controlling the host system. Exem- 
plary host system operations include receiving programming 
requests from a frequency scanning radio receiver, storing 
frequency allocation information, creating customized fre- 
quency data for a fr^uency scanning radio receiver in 
response to a programming request, and delivering the 
customized frequency data to the requesting frequency scan- 
ning radio receiver. In a preferred embodiment, the process- 
ing circuit 12 comprises a microprocessor that executes 
programs stored in the memory 14. An administrative inter- 
face 16 comprises an input device, such as a keyboard, a 
display device, such as a video display, and a software 
interface for modifying operation of the host system. In a 
preferred embodiment, the host system inchiding the admin- 
istrative interface comprises a personal computer. 

[0044] The memory 14 of the host system stores geo- 
graphic information and the frequency allocation informa- 
tion. In a preferred embodiment, the memory 14 includes a 
geographic information data base comprising the geographi- 
cal information and a frequency allocation data base storing 
the frequency allocation information, preferably taken from 
continually updated FCC records. The geographic informa- 
tion data base comprises geographical information used to 
convert a programming request from a frequency scanning 
radio receiver into a format suitable for searching the 
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frequency allocation data base for frequency allocation 
information corresponding to the listener's geographical 
area. The information in the data bases is used to assemble 
firequency data in response to a programming request. 

[0045] In automatic programming, the processing circuit 
12 uses a code, such as a postal code, for example, a zip 
code, indicating the location of the frequency scanning radio 
receiver and supplied in a programming request to extract 
geographic information from the geographic information 
data base. The information extracted from the geographic 
information data base is used to search the frequency 
allocation data base for frequency information. These two 
data bases may be merged into a single data base or divided 
into a larger number of data bases. 

[0046] In one embodiment, the geographic information 
data base comprises postal codes, and a city or town, a 
county, a state, and a region corresponding to each of the 
postal codes. The host system uses the postal code in a 
programming request to identify the geographical location 
of a frequency scanning radio receiver and to extract fre- 
quency and licensee, i.e., user, information from the fre- 
quency allocation data base. As an alternative to using a 
postal code to identify the geographical location of a scan- 
ning radio receiver, the host system may identify the geo- 
graphical location of a scanning radio receiver using a 
telephone number from whidi the scanning radio receiver or 
listener contacts the host system. In that case, the geographic 
data includes information converting telephone number 
information to location information, such as postal codes or 
longitude and latitude. The postal codes may also be corre- 
lated with longitude and latitude locations. Alternatively, the 
scanning receiver location may be specified by longitude 
and latitude, although that data may not be available to a 
Ustener. Longitude and latitude data is useful since FCC 
records usually specify transmitter location using that loca- 
tion data. 

[0047] In a preferred embodiment, the geographic infor- 
mation data base inchides cross references for parent com- 
munities when a postal code specifies a sub-community. For 
example, a postal code may specify a sub-community as a 
town or dty. However, records in the frequency allocation 
data base derived from FCC licenses may not contain the 
name of the sub-community. Accordingly, the host system 
uses the geographic information data base to translate the 
sub-conmiunity corresponding to a postal code into a parent 
community. For example, if a listener enters zip code 
"02147", "Brookline Village," which is a sub-community of 
the city of Brookline, Mass. is specified. Records derived 
from FCC licenses for the dty of Brookline may not be 
extracted from the second data base using "Brookline 'Si- 
lage" as a search key. Accordingly, the host system prefer- 
ably converts "Brookline Village" into "Brookline" and uses 
"Brookline" to search the frequency allocation data base. 

[0048] The frequency allocation data base includes a plu- 
rality of records. Each record preferably includes a FRE- 
QUENCY field, a USER field, and a SERVICE CODE field. 
An example of a frequency allocation data base record is: 

[0049] FREQUENCY USER SERVICE CODE 

[0050] 150.995 Dunstable, town of PL 

[0051] The FREQUENCY field specifies the frequency in 
MHz allocated to the user. The USER field indicates the user 



as listed in an FCC license. The SERVICE CODE field 
indicates the nature of the use, for example, police, fire, 
highway service, etc. For example, the sample entry indi- 
cates that the local police in the town of Dunstable have been 
allocated an operating frequency of 150.995 MHz. Addi- 
tional fields other than those shown in the example may be 
included in a frequency allocation data base record. 

[0052] Referring to FIG. 3, in order to locate data in the 
data bases 30 and 32, the host system includes a search 
engine 34 for searching the data bases. The search engine 34 
may be stored in the memory 14 and directs the processing 
circuit 12 to extract information from the data bases. When 
the geographic information data base 30 comprises a plu- 
rality of postal codes and a frequency scanning radio listener 
sends the postal code to the host system, the search engine 
34 searches the geographic information data base 30 for a 
postal code. The search engine 34 preferably extracts a city, 
county, state, and region corre^onding to the postal code. 
The search engine 34 uses these identifiers to extract data 
sets from the frequency allocation data base 32. The data sets 
correspond to frequency allocations for dty, county, state, 
and regional agencies. 

[0053] The records extracted by the search engine 34 are 
preferably limited to service codes PL, PH, PS, PP, GP, GF, 
YP, and YF. These service codes correspond to records for 
government, highway, police, and fire. The present invention 
is not limited to extracting records having these specific 
service codes but these codes correspond to the transmitting 
parties of interest to a majority of frequency scaiming radio 
receiver listeners. The search engine 34 may be configured 
to extract records having any service code of interest to a 
listener. 

[0054] For the first data set, the search engine 34 searches 
the frequency allocation data base 32 and extracts the 
records having a USER field including the city extracted 
from the geographic information data base 30. For the 
second data set, the search engine 34 extracts records for the 
county in which the dty is located. For the third data set, the 
search engine 34 extracts records that contain the state in 
which the dty is located. For the fourth data set, the search 
engine 34 extracts records for dties and towns within a 
predetermined radius of a longitude and latitude of the city 
extracted from the postal code data base. The search engine 
34 stores these four data sets in a temporary storage location 
60. 

[0055] According to another important feature, a scanning 
radio receiver displays the identity of a transmitting party, 
not merely the transmitting frequency, to a radio listener. 
Accordingly, the host system includes a parse engine 36 for 
transforming the data sets extracted from the frequency 
allocation data base 32 into a form for di^laying the identity 
of a transmitting party. The parse engine 36 also transforms 
data from the data bases into a format usable for controlling 
a frequency scanning radio. 

[0056] In order to transform the data sets into a format for 
displaying the identity of a transmitting party, the parse 
engine 36 first removes duplicate records from the data sets. 
Removing dupficates includes seardiing through each of the 
fouir data sets, comparing the records, and deleting dupli- 
cates. The parse engine 36 next removes unnecessary fields 
from the data sets. In a preferred embodiment, the fields that 
remain in the data sets are FREQUENCY, USER, SERVICE 
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CODE, and TX TYPE. Additional fields are preferably 
deleted to reduce the volume of programming infonnation to 
be transmitted to a frequency scanning radio receiver. 

[0057] Once the additional fields are deleted, the parse 
engine 36 preferably removes records for repeater channels, 
i.e., channels that are not the source of a transmission but 
merely relay, on a different frequency, a signal to increase 
broadcasting range. More particularly, the parse engine 36 
uses the TX TYPE field to delete records that are not base 
channels in repeater systems. The TX TYPE field is used to 
distinguish repeater channel records from base channel 
records. For example, records not containing FB2, FB4, or 
FB* in the TX TYPE field are repeater channel records. 
Alternatively, the repeater channel records may be oniitted 
from the frequency allocation data base 32 from which the 
data sets are created. 

[0058] The parse engine 36 next converts the data sets into 
a format for grouping according to user type. The host 
system uses the groupings to create transmitting party iden- 
tLGcation data that is eventually displayed to a listener. The 
frequency scanning radio receiver may use the groupings to 
arrange the records into banks and sub-banks in memory. In 
order to convert the data sets, the parse engine 36 reduces all 
of the records in the four data sets to three fields: FRE- 
QUENCY, USER, and SERVICE CODE. For example, a 
reduced record may comprise: 

[0059] 150.995 Dunstable, town of PH. 

[0060] Next, the parse engine 36 converts the service 
codes into a uniform format, e.g., as shown in FIG. 4, to 
enable a frequency scanning radio receiver to store the 
entries in banks and sub-banks. For example, for all records 
in the first data set, corresponding to the listener's town or 
city, parse engine 36 changes the first character of the service 
code to "T*. For all records in the second data set, corre- 
sponding to the listener's county, parse engine 36 changes 
the first character of the service code to "C*. For all records 
of the third data set, corresponding to the listener's state, the 
parse engine changes the first character of the service code 
to "S". Finally, for all entries of the fourth data set, corre- 
sponding to the listener's region, the parse engine changes 
the first character of the service code to "R". Thus, a 
preferred embodiment uses the characters T, C, S, and R in 
the converted service codes to distinguish the records 
according to town or city, county, state, and region, respec- 
tively. However, any characters may be used to distinguish 
the records. 

[0061] The parse engine 36 converts the USER fields in 
the data sets into a format that readily identifies a transmit- 
ting party to a listener. For the city and regional data sets, the 
parse engine 36 may remove the comma and all characters 
to the right of the comma in the USER field, leaving the city 
or town name in the USER field. Thus, the USER field 
"Dunstable, town of becomes "Dunstable". The parse 
engine 36 then appends a description of the transmitting 
party to the USER field of each record, according to the last 
character of the SERVICE CODE field of each record. For 
example, if the last character of the service code is "F", the 
parse engine 36 appends the word "Fire" to the USER field. 
If the last character of the service code is "P", the parse 
engine 36 appends the word "Police". If the last character is 
"L", the parse engine 36 appends nothing. The scanning 
radio receiver that receives the frequency data displays the 



. transformed USER fields to the listener, identifying a trans- 
mitting party. For example, if the Dunstable town fire 
department is transmitting, the radio receiver displays "Dun- 
stable Fire". 

[0062] For the county data set, the parse engine 36 
removes the comma and the characters to the right of the 
comma in the USER field in each of the records, leaving the 
county name. The parse engine 36 then appends a descrip- 
tion of the transmitting party, according to the last character 
of the service code of each record. If the last character of the 
service code is "F*, the parse engine 36 appends the words 
"County Sheriff**. If the last letter of the service code is "F", 
the parse engine 36 appends the words "County Fire". If the 
last character of the service code is "H", the parse engine 
appends the words "County Highway". If the last character 
is "L", only the word "County" is appended. Thus, an 
example of identification data displayed lo a listener is 
"Orange County Sheriff". 

[0063] For the state data set, the parse engine 36 removes 
the comma and the characters to the right of the comma in 
the USER field of each of the records, leaving the state 
name. The parse engine 36 then appends a description of the 
transmitting party, according to the last character of the 
service code of each record. If the last character of the 
service code is "F*, the parse engine appends the words 
"State Police". In a preferred embodiment, the parse engine 
36 deletes records that do not include the character "F' in the 
service code, because the only state agency of interest to a 
majority of listeners is the state police. However, monitoring 
of other transmissions by other state agencies is within the 
scope of the invention. An example of data that a frequency 
scanning radio receiver may display when receiving a trans- 
mission from the state police is "Mass State Police". 

[0064] Although the parse engine 36 prepares the data sets 
for displaying transmitting party identification information 
as described, the present invention is not intended to be 
limited to these examples. Any user information that iden- 
tifies a transmitting party is within the scope of the inven- 
tion. For example, when a transmitting party is a business or 
an individual, the scanning radio may display the name of 
die business or the individual to the listener. 

[0065] After preparing the data sets, the parse engine 36 
merges the data sets and stores them in the temporary 
storage location 38. A primary processor 40 then sends a 
message to the radio receiver indicating that the program- 
ming data set is ready for transmission. Once the frequency 
scanning radio receiver indicates that it is ready to receive 
the transmission, communication software 42 sends the 
fr^uency data, i.e., the information described, not merely 
frequencies, to the radio through a modem 44 and the 
telephone network 46. 

[0066] In order to transmit the frequency data, the com- 
munications software 42 may include a derivative of the 
standard upload/download protocol, such as zmodem. The 
present invention is not limited to an upload/download 
protocol derived from zmodem. For example, the upload/ 
download protocol may be derived from xmodem, kermit, or 
any other protocol suitable for data transfer. 

[0067] An exemplary programming data set created by the 
host system for a postal code provided to the host system is 
as follows: 
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[0068] <BOD>418^125;Wcstford 
PoUce;TP#033.6000;Westford 

[0069] Firc;TF#155.9250;Westford 
Highway;TL#154.8510-^on 

[0070] ft>lice;RP#045.5000;Acton 
Fire;RF#153.995a,Acton 

[0071] HighwayaU^;408.08753ellcrica 

[0072] Pt)Ucc;RP#154.9950;BiUerica 
Fire;RF#042.3400;MA State 

[0073] Pblice;SP#866^125;MA State 

[0074] Pblice;SP#045.9400;Middlescx 

[0075] Sheriff;CP#046.020a,Middlesex 

[0076] Sheriff;CP#033.660a,Middlesex 
Fire;CF#<EOD>. 

[0077] In the exemplary data set, <BOD> indicates a 
l)eginniDg of data set diaiacter, which informs the scanning 
radio receiver CPU to process data until an end of data set 
character <EOD> is received. 4823125 is the frequency of 
the first record. The radio receiver reads each field until a 
field separator is received. is used as a field separator in 
this example. "Westford Police** is a user description to be 
displayed to a listener. "TP** is the modified service code, 
is a record separator used to separate records in the data 

set. 

[0078] The programming data set example illustrated 
above includes operating frequencies usable by a scanning 
radio receiver for tuning to monitor a set of operating 
frequencies of interest to a listener. The data set also includes 
user identification information identifying the trananitting 
party to the radio .operator. The format illustrated above is 
preferred. However, the present invention is not limited to 
any particular programming data set format. 

[0079] Although the described host system includes two 
data bases, a parse engine, and a search engine that create the 
£requency data, this description is not so limited. For 
example, all of the firequency information could be arranged 
in advance and stored in memory with the corresponding 
postal code. When a listener transmits a postal code to the 
host system, the host system may simply look up the postal 
code and transmit the prepared frequency information to the 
receiver. Such a system complicates incorporation of fre- 
quency allocation changes. In the described embodiment, 
license dianges only require modification of the affected 
record and are automatically included in the frequency data 
sent to a scanning radio. 

[0080] Once the host system sends the firequency data to a 
frequency scanning radio receiver, the host system waits for 
a signal from the scanning radio that indicates that the 
frequency data was received successfully. If the firequency 
data was received successfully, the communications soft- 
ware 42 resets the host modem 52. The host system is then 
ready to receive a programming request fi-om another fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver. If the host system does not 
receive a signal indicating successful transmission, the host 
sends a reset signal and resends the fi^uency data. The 
process is preferably repeated until the radio receiver indi- 
cates that the firequency data has been received successfiiUy. 
Alternatively, the host system may try to send the firequency 



data a predetermined number of times before the host system 
resets to receive another programming request 

[0081] FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an example of the 
operation of the host system according to the foregoing 
description. 

[0082] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a firequency scarming 
radio receiver. The radio receiver 60 includes a tuner 61 for 
firequency scanning and receiving radio firequency transnus- 
sions. The tuner 61 is preferably capable of scanning a 
continuous range of radio firequencies. The tuner 61 may 
monitor a transmission at any frequency in the range when 
the transmission signal strength exceeds a sensitivity thresh- 
old. In a preferred embodiment, the .tuner 61 is automatically . 
progranunable to scan a subset of frequencies in the range of 
frequencies and to exclude transmissions occurring at fre- 
quencies not in the subset. 

[0083] In order to control which frequencies the receiver 
60 monitors, a central processing unit (CPU) 62 is coupled 
to the receiver 60. For example, the CPU 62 may execute a 
program stored in a memory 64 that reads a table of 
frequencies stored in another memory 66. When a transmis- 
sion is detected by the receiver 60, the CPU 62 searches the 
memory 66 for the transmission firequency. If the CPU 62 
finds the frequency, the CPU 62 controls the receiver 60 so 
that the tuner 61 stops firequency scanning and receives the 
transmission. If the CPU 62 does not find the frequency, the 
CPU 62 directs the tuner 61 to contimie scanning frequen- 
cies. In a preferred embodiment, the CPU 62 comprises a 
microprocessor. 

[0084] In order to receive frequency data from the host 
system, the radio receiver preferably includes a communi- 
cation device such as a modem 68. The modem 68 may be 
analog or digital. The modem 68 may be internal or external. 
Id a preferred embodiment, the modem 68 comprises an ^;4v 
internal analog modem. The modem 68 includes a digital- 
to-analog converter (DAC) 70 to convert digital signals finom 
the radio receiver into analog signals suitable for transmis- 
sion through a telephone network. In embodiments where 
the modem 68 comprises a digital modem, the DAC 70 may 
be omitted. In embodiments in which frequency data is 
received through the receiver 60, the modem 68 may be 
omitted. 

[0085] The frequency scanning radio receiver includes 
one or more memories for storing firequency data sent from 
the host system and operating programs for controlling 
receiver functions. The memory 64 according to the illus- 
trated embodiment comprises a flash ROM storing a pro- 
gram for controlling the operation of the frequency scanning 
radio receiver, such as frequency scanning, receiving fre- 
quency data fit)m the host system, and transmitting data to 
the host system. The memory 66 comprises a volatile portion 
and a non-volatile portion. The non-volatile portion stores a 
telephone number for the host system in embodiments where 
the radio is programmed through a telephone network. The 
non-volatile portion also stores firequency data received 
firom the host system. The volatile portion stores data 
entered by the listener. For example, the volatile portion may 
store geographic information entered by the listener before 
the information is transmitted to the host system through the 
modem 68. The frequency scaiming radio receiver does not 
require and is not limited to two memories 64 and 66 or to 
any particular type of memory. 
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[0086] For coatroUiDg the operation of the radio receiver 
and commumcating with the host system, the frequency 
scanning radio receiver includes an input device, such as 
keyboard 72. The keyboard 72 may include one or more 
alphanumeric keys for manually programming the radio 
receiver. The keyix)ard 72 preferably also includes a "pro- 
gram"' key that initiates a program stored in memory to 
connect the radio receiver to the host system via the modem 
6H for receiving frequency data. Hie listener may also use 
the keyboard to alter the frequency data received from the 
host system. For example, the listener may desire to program 
the frequency scanning radio receiver manually to monitor 
a frequency in addition to the frequencies included in the 
frequency data prepared by the host system. Accordingly, 
the keyboard 72 allows the operator to access a program- 
ming data set stored in the memory 66 to make additions 
and/or deletions to the frequency data. 

[0087] The radio receiver includes a display 74 for dis- 
playing user identification information to a listener. Di^lay- 
ing the identification of a transmitting party enables the 
listener to identify the source of a transmission quickly and 
accurately. In order to display user identification data, the 
CPU 62 reads the frequency data in the memory 66 and 
transmits the identification data to the display 74. The 
display 74 may be any type of di^lay suitable for displaying 
information to a listener, such as a liquid crystal di^lay, a 
light emitting diode display, or a graphics display, such as an 
SVGA display. In the illustrated embodiment, the display 74 
comprises an LCD display with an LCD controller 76. The 
display 74 also displays programming status information to 
the listener. For example, when the radio receiver is receiv- 
ing frequency data &om the host system, the display 74 may 
display "Programming in Progress". 

[0088] FIG. 7 illustrates an example of the operation of 
the frequency scanning radio receiver during automatic 
programming. In order to program a radio receiver auto- 
matically, the listener presses the "program** key on the 
keyboard 72, causing the CPU 62 to execute an automatic 
programming routine stored in the memory 64. The CPU 62 
transmits a request signal to the modem 68 to dial a default 
telephone number for the host system, stored in the non- 
volatile portion of memory 66. Tb& CPU 62 then waits for 
an ACK signal firom the modem 68 indicating that the 
request was successfully received. If no ACK is received 
within a predetermined time period, the CPU 62 reinitializes 
the modem 68 and resends the request. The CPU 62 pref- 
erably retries the request a predetermined number of times, 
then sends an error message to the display 74. 

[0089] Once the modem 68 successfully connects with the 
modem of the host system, the modems perform handshak- 
ing and agree on common characteristics, for example, baud 
rate. Upon successful completion of handshaking, a serial 
communications link is established between the host system 
hardware and the scanning radio hardware. Any serial com- 
munications protocol for trananitting and receiving data 
electronically may be used. In a preferred embodiment, the 
communications protocol comprises an RS232 protocol. 

[0090] Once the connection is established, the radio 
receiver modem 68 sends a signal to the CPU 62 indicating 
that the connection was successful. The CPU 62 then sends 
a message to the display 74 that prompts the listener to enter 
progranmiing request information, for example, a postal 



code. The listener preferably enters a postal code for the 
geographical location where the listener desires to monitor 
radio frequency transmissions. As an alternative to a postal 
code, the listener's telephone number may be used. The 
geographic code is entered using the keyboard 72. When the 
"enter^ key is pressed, the CPU 62 indicates to the host 
system that a postal or other geographic code is ready to be 
sent. The host system receives this message and sends an 
acknowledgment signal when it is ready to receive the code. 
Again, the radio may wait for a predetermined time period 
and resend the ready-to-send signal if the host does not 
respond within the predetermined period. 

[0091] Once the radio receiver receives the acknowledge 
signal horn the host, the radio receiver sends the code to the 
host system. The radio CPU 62 waits for the host to send an 
admowledge signal. The radio CPU 62 may wait for a 
predetermined time period and resend the code if the host 
does not respond within the predetermined time period. 
Upon receiving the code, the host system searches the 
geographic information data base 30 for the postal or other 
locality code. If the host system is unable to locate the 
geographic information, the host system sends a signal to the 
CPU 62 indicating that the code entered by the operator is 
invalid. The CPU 62 sends a message to the display 74 
indicating that the code is invalid. The CPU 62 preferably 
prompts the listener to enter a valid code. If the user enters 
a valid code within a predetermined time period, the host 
system uses the new code to extract a city or town, and uses 
the city or town to extract frequency allocation data. If the 
user does not enter a valid code, the host system preferably 
includes a time out function that breaks the connection with 
the frequency scanning radio receiver. The time out feature 
prevents a frequency scanning radio receiver from tying up 
host system resources with an invalid code. 

[0092] When the host system has created the frequency 
data, as described above, the host system sends a ready-to- 
send signal to the CPU 62. The signal includes the size of the 
frequency data. The CPU 62 prepares a non-volatile portion 
of the memory 66 to receive the frequency data and sends an 
acknowledge signal to the host. The host then sends the 
frequency data to the frequency scanning radio receiver. 

[0093] The CPU 62 preferably verifies the validity of the 
data received from the host system, e.g., by verifying size 
and checksum information transmitted with the data. The 
CPU 62 then preferably sends a message to the display 74, 
indicating that the data was received successfully, for 
example, "Programming Complete**. In this manner, the host 
system automatically programs the frequency scanning 
radio receiver from a remote location. The only actions 
required by the listener are pressing a "program" key and 
entering a geographic code such as a postal, e.g., zip, code. 

[0094] The CPU 62 stores the frequency data in the 
non-volatile portion of the memory 66 and uses the fre- 
quency data to control the tuner 61. For example, the 
FREQUENCY fields in the records of the frequency data 
may define a set of frequencies that the frequency scanning 
radio receiver scans, excluding all other frequencies. Alter- 
natively, the radio receiver may scan a continuous range of 
frequencies and stop to monitor a transmission only if the 
transmission occurs at one of the frequencies indicated in the 
FREQUENCY fields of the records stored in the memory 66. 

[0095] According to another feature, the memory loca- 
tions in which the CPU 62 stores the records of the fre- 
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queocy data may be used to define the frequencies that the 
radio receiver scans. For example, the memory 66 may be 
divided into banks and sub-banks. The banks may be physi- 
cal divisions in the memory 66, i.e., separate chips, or virtual 
divisions, separated by addresses. A bank or sub-bank may 
be used to define a subset of frequencies that a listener 
desires to monitor. For example, the listener may desire to 
monitor only state pohce transmissions. The keyboard 72 
may include a "State** key and a "Police** key. If the operator 
presses both keys, the CPU 62 reads the frequencies stored 
in the state bank and the police sub-bank, and the radio 
receiver then monitors only state police transmissions. Simi- 
lar keys may be included for selection of other subsets of 
frequencies for monitoring. 

[0096] An exemplary method by which the CPU 62 
arranges the frequency data received from the host system 
into banks and sub-banks utilizes the modified service code 
in each record. For example, each record includes a fre- 
quency, a description or identification of the transmitting 
party, and a modified service code. An exemplary record 
may comprise, "33.660;Westford Fire;TF**. The CPU 62 
may use the first character in the service code field to specify 
a bank in memory and the second character to ^ecify a 
sub-bank, or vice versa. For example, the first characters T, 
C, S, and R may specify city, county, state, and regional 
banks, re^ctively. The second characters P, F, H, and L 
may specify police, fire, highway, and government sub- 
banks, respectively. The invention is not limited to storing 
records in banks and sub-banks. The frequency data may be 
arranged in memory in any manner for selective access of 
the records and control of the tui^r 61. 

[0097] Frequency scanning radio receivers according to 
the invention may identify the transmitting party to the 
listener. In an exemplary embodiment, USEK fields in the 
frequency data received from the host system comprise the 
user identification data that is displayed to the listener. As 
discussed above, the host system modifies the USER field of 
a record to contain a description of the transmitting party. 
Each record includes a FREQUENCY field in addition to the 
USER field- When a transmission occurs at the frequency 
stored in the FREQUENCY field, the frequency scanning 
radio receiver identifies the transmitting party and displays 
the identity to the listener. For example, for the record, 
"33.660 Westford Fire TF**, if the receiver 60 receives a 
transmission al a frequency of 33.660 MHz, the CPU 60 
transmits a signal to the display 74 that displays "Westford 
Fire**. In this manner, the receiver displays the identity of a 
transmitting party to the listener. The invention is not limited 
to displaying particular identifying information. Di^laying 
any identifying information in addition to or instead of the 
transmitting party, including frequency, is within the scope 
of the invention. 

[0098] The described embodiments illustrate a frequency 
scanning radio receiver that connects to a host system 
through a telephone network using a modem. FIG. 8 illus- 
trates an alternative embodiment in which a frequency 
scanning radio receiver 2b includes an acoustical modem 
comprising a microphone circuit 90, and a demodulator 
circuit 92 for receiving frequency data from a host system 4b 
in a modulated audio format, e.g., via a telephone handset 
94. The host system 4b according to such an embodiment 
includes an audio modulator circuit 96 and an audio trans- 
mitter circuit 98 for transmitting a modulated audio signal 



over a telephone network 100. Any modulation scheme 
capable of transmitting audio signals to the scanning radio 
receiver through a telephone network may be used. For 
example, the audio data may be frequency modulated, 
amplitude modulated, or phase modulated. In operation, a 
listener dials a telephone number for the host system 4b 
using a telephone. When the host system 4b answers, the 
listener places the telephone handset 94 proximate the 
microphone 90, and inputs a code for a geographical area. 
The host system 4b receives the code and retrieves the 
frequency data, as discussed above. The modulator circuit 
96 then transforms the frequency data into a modulated 
audio signal and the transmitter circuit 96 transmits the 
signal to the frequency scanning radio, receiver 26. through 
the miax)phone circuit 90. The demodulator circuit 92 
demodulates the signal into a digital format usable by the 
radio receiver 2b. 

[0099] In another altemative embodiment, a scanning 
radio may be automatically programmed using a wireless 
network, for example, a pager network. The pager network 
comprises a network of anteimas that transmit digital infor- 
mation to personal pager devices. 

[0100] In yet another embodiment, a frequency scanning 
radio receiver may be automatically programmed through a 
connection to the Internet. In that arrangement, the fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver includes an appropriate input 
port, such as an RS232 port, that may be directly connected 
to a computer or to an external modem. In use, the computer 
or external modem establishes communication with the 
Internet which provides questions for the user so that the 
appropriate programming information can be directly sup- 
plied to the receiver. 

[0101] FIG. 9 illustrates such a frequency scanning radio 
receiver programming system. A frequency scaniiing radio 
receiver 22c according to the illustrated embodiment 
includes a radio frequency receiver HO. The receiver 110 
may be separate from the receiver used to monitor radio 
frequency transmissions, or the receiver HO may be a part 
of the same receiver used to monitor radio frequency trans- 
missions. 

[0102] The frequency scaiming radio receiver 2c includes 
a demodulator circuit 112 coupled to the receiver 110 to 
demodulate frequency data sent from the host system. A 
code detector circuit 114 is coupled to the demodulator 
circuit 112 to determine if frequency data sent from the host 
system through a wireless network U6 is addressed to the 
frequency scarming radio receiver. For example, the code 
detector circuit 114 may be programmed or manufactured to 
receive data when the identification code comprises the 
serial number of the frequency scaiming radio receiver. 
Additional circuits, such as the CPU and memories, are 
included in the frequency scaiming radio receiver 2c but are 
not shown in FIG. 9. 

[0103] A host system 4c according to the illustrated 
embodiment includes a modulator circuit 118, for example, 
a frequency modulator circuit, to modulate the frequency 
data that is to be transmitted to the frequency scanning radio 
receiver 2c over the wireless network 116. The host system 
also includes a transmitter for transmitting data to the pager 
network 116. For example, if the host system coni^ects to the 
wireless network via an RF link, the transmitter circuit 
includes an RF transmitter circuit. Additional circuits such 
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as a CPU and memories are iacluded, but are not shown in 
FIG. 9. Tht host system 4c may also include an automated 
telephone answering system (not shown) to receive pro- 
gramming requests ftom frequency scanning radio receiver 
listeners and to input the requests to the host system CPU. 

[0104] In operation, a listener calls a telephone number for 
the host system using a telephone. The host system 4c 
answers the call, e.g., either using a human operator or an 
automated answering system. The host system 4c then 
prompts the listener for identification information used to 
address the frequency scanning radio receiver 2c, for 
example, a serial number of the frequency scanning radio 
receiver 2c. The listener then either manually or vocally 
inputs the response using the telephone. The host system 4c 
prompts the listener for geographical information regarding 
the location for monitoring transmissions. The listener 
enters the geographic information, e.g., a postal code, to the 
host system. The host system uses the geographical infor- 
mation to extract frequency data from the data bases, as 
discussed above. The host system uses the identification 
information entered by the listener to address the frequency 
scanning radio receiver. For example, the identification 
information may be a digital signal that precedes the pro- 
gramming information in a transmission through the wire- 
less networi^ 116. The modulator circuit 118 preferably 
converts the ID code and the programming data into a 
modulated signal, for example, a frequency modulated sig- 
nal and transmits the signal to the wireless network 116. The 
wireless network 116, through the network of RF antennas, 
transmits the data to the frequency scanning radio receiver 
2c. The frequency scanning radio receiver 2c receives the 
transmission using the receiver UO. The demodulator circuit 
112 demodulates the signal into a digital format. The code 
detector circuit 114 detects whether a transmission is 
directed to its frequency scanning radio receiver and, if so, 
alerts the CPU to the incoming frequency data. The CPU 
stores the frequency data in memory. In this manner, the 
receiver is automatically programmed using a wireless net- 
work. 

[0105] A frequency scanning radio receiver according to 
the invention can be further improved and simplified by 
incorporating, externally or internally, a communication 
device for communicating with a geographical positioning 
system so that the geographical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver can be detennined automatically in 
terms of latitude and longitude. A frequency scanning radio 
receiver according to the invention can be frirther improved 
by incorporating a frequency data base within the frequency 
scanning radio receiver. The addition to a frequency scan- 
ning radio receiver of both a communication device for 
determining the geographical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver by communicating with a geographi- 
cal positioning system and a data base of frequency data 
provides a frequency scanning radio receiver that can be 
completely automatic in reprogramming frequency data as 
the location of the frequency scanning radio receiver 
changes. Further, by incorporating a data base of frequency 
data within the frequency scaiming radio receiver, the neces- 
sity of a host system and apparatus for communicating with 
a host system can be eliminated. The following description 
of a frequency scaiming radio receiver with these features 
relies on the foregoing description. Elements with the same 



functions as already described are given the same reference 
numbers and are not again described at length to avoid 
duplication. 

[0106] HGS. 10a and 10b sdiematically ilhistrate 
embodiments of the frequency scanning radio receivers 200 
and 201 according to the invention and communicating with 
the host system 4 through the communication medium 6. 
The frequency scanning radio receivers 200 and 201 differ 
firom the frequency scanning radio receiver 2 described with 
respect to FIG. 1 by iiKhiding a communication device 202 
for commimicating with a geographical positioning system 
and a controller 204. E^sently, the most usable geographical 
positioning system is the GkhaX Positioning System (GPS) 
employing artificial satellites. Preferably, the conimiinica- 
tion device 202 is a GPS receiver. The GPS receiver 202 is 
connected through the controller 204 to a radio receiver 206 
that incorporates a memory storing a control program, a 
processing circuit, and, optionally, a modem. The radio 
receiver 206, like the receiver previously described, may be 
a single receiver that functions as the frequency scanning 
radio receiver and also as a radio for communicating through 
the communication medium 6 with the host system 4. 

[0107] The difference between the frequency scanning 
radio receivers 200 and 201 is the connection to the GPS 
receiver 202. In the frequency scaiming radio receiver 200, 
the GPS receiver is internal to the receiver. In this embodi- 
ment, the receiver 206 may share coDunon elements with the 
GPS receiver 202. In addition, the GE^ receiver 202, when 
contained in the same package as the radio receiver 206 and 
the controller 204, may share power supplies and other 
common circuitry. Alternatively, the radio receiver 206 may 
include two receivers, one dedicated to the frequency scan- 
ning receiver function and another dedicated to the program- 
ming fimction, i.e., communication with the host system. In 
each of these instances, the radio receiver 206 incliides a 
modem or similar modulating device and a transmitting 
function for conomunicating with the host device 4. In the 
firequency scanning radio receiver 201, the GPS receiver 202 
is external to the bousing of the radio receiver 206 and is 
connected, for example, with a cable to a jack on the radio 
receiver 206 through the controller 204. In both embodi- 
ments, the GPS receiver is coupled to the radio receiver 206. 

[0108] The GPS receiver 202 is a conventional GPS 
receiver dedicated to receiving and processing signals from 
artificial satellites and using these signals to determine the 
geographical location of the receiver, preferably in terms of 
latitude and longitude, sometimes referred to here as lat/Ion. 
Such receivers are commercially available as free-standing 
units and some include output terminals for supplying 
signals bearing the location information to other apparatus, 
such as the receiver 206, in a conventional communications 
protocol such as RS 232. The controller 204, described in 
more detail below, may be part of a microprocessor, i.e., the 
processing circuit, for example, the CPU 62 described above 
that also controls the radio receiver 206. The controller and 
processing circuit together are sometimes referred to here 
generically as the processing circuit. 

[0109] Alternative and more complex embodiments 210 
and 211 of frequency scaiming radio receivers according to 
the invention are shown in FIGS, lla and Hb. These 
embodiments are re^ectively identical to the embodiments 
200 and 201 of FIGS. 10a and lOb except that the frequency 
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scanniiig radio receivers 210 and 211 include an internal 
data base 212 of frequency data. Therefore, the embodi- 
ments of FIGS. Ha and lib do not require a modem or 
transmitting function for connection to a host system. In 
effect, the host system is contained within these frequency 
scanning radio receivers. The data base 212 may be a plug-in 
read only memory (ROM) that may be replaced from 
time-to-time to update the frequency data information con- 
tained within the data base 212. Alternatively, the data base 
212 may include a non-volatile but programmable memory 
and the frequency scanning radio receivers 210 and 211 may 
include transoeiveis, such as a modem or other communi- 
cation means, for periodically reprogramming the data base 
212 to, maintain the currency of its content. 

[0110] The novel frequency scanning radio receivers 200, 
201, 210, and 211 may be hand-held, portable imits or may 
be mobile units that are mounted on a mobile platform, such 
as an automobile or truck or other platform, including even 
a ship or an airplane. Because of the presence of the GPS 
receiver 202 as a first communication device, it is unneces- 
sary for the user of the frequency scanning radio receiver to 
determine or even input the location of the receiver. Rather, 
the location is determined by the GPS receiver 202. Deter- 
mination of the position of the receiver may be either 
manually controlled or automatic. 

[0111] The frequency scanning radio receiver may include 
an input key of a keypad or a soft key for manually 
activating the controller 204 to request the GPS receiver 202 
to determine the geographical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver. The GPS receiver 202 is turned on, 
acquires satellite signals, and produces location information 
as electronic signals, preferably in latitude and longitude 
form. That location information is supplied to the controller 
204 which makes a calculation to determine a change in 
geographical location of the frequency scanning' radio 
receiver since the previous location determination or, more 
preferably, since the last update of the frequency data stored 
in the frequency scaiming radio receiver memory. That last 
update is the most recent previous time access was made to 
the frequency data base 212, if the internal data base is 
present, or the most recent previous time access was made 
to the host system. The memory within the receiver retains 
this information, i.e., last access and corresponding geo- 
graphical location of the frequency scanning radio receiver, 
until the next update, when that information is, itself, 
updated, i.e., replaced with newer information. 

[0112] If the change in location since the last frequency 
data update exceeds some threshold distance, for example, 
ten miles or twenty miles, then a message is produced on the 
display of the frequency scanning radio receivers 200, 201, 
210, and 211, alerting the user that the frequency data stored 
within the frequency scanning radio receiver 200 may need 
to be updated. If the change in location is less than the 
specified distance threshold, then either no message is 
produced or a message indicating that no update is required 
is displayed. 

[0113] If an update of frequency data is required with 
respect to the receivers 200 and 201, then a connection is 
made through the communication medium 6 to the host 
system 4, following the procedures previously described, 
particularly with respect to FIGS. 7-10, to update the fre- 
quency data in the memory of the receivers 200 and 201. As 



previously described, connection to a host system to obtain 
frequency data may be through a telephone connection and 
an acoustical modem, through a personal computer, an 
electronic modem, and the Internet, through a wireless 
connection including a paging network, or by any other 
means or communication medium 6. The frequency scan- 
ning radio receivers 210 and 211 function in a similar way. 
However, since the data base 212 of frequency data is 
already present in the radio, the update may automatically 
occur without any further activity by the user. Messages may 
be displayed sequentially indicating that the programming 
process is occurring and that the frequency scanning radio 
receiver function is temporarily disabled and that the repro- 
gramming of the frequency data has been completed. 

[0114] Alternatively, the determination as to whether an 
update of the frequency data contained in the memory of the 
firequeocy scaiming radio receiver is required may occur 
automatically, without manual intervention. Automatic 
determination as to whether an update is necessary is 
particularly advantageous when the frequency scanning 
radio receiver is mounted on a mobile platform, such as an 
automobile or truck. Assuming a maximum speed for such 
a vehicle, it can be determined that updating of the fre- 
quency data in the memory may be needed at specific time 
intervals corresponding to a maximum distance traveled in 
that time. For example, if it is assumed that the vehicle will 
travel at sixty miles per hour, it may be appropriate to make 
a determination as to whether the location of the receiver has 
changed sufficiently each twenty minutes or one-half hour as 
to make reprogramming necessary or advisable. In this 
embodiment, the controller 204 includes a timer set to 
repeatedly determine the passage of time corresponding to 
the thre^old distance, at the maximum expected speed, at 
which reprogranmiing would be advisable. After the passage 
of each such time period, the controller 204 automatically 
triggers the GPS receiver 202 to determine the locaiion of 
the frequency scanning radio receiver. Then, the process 
already described is repeated, i.e., a determination is made 
as to whether the change in location since the last repro- 
gramming is sufficient to warrant reprogramming. If so, 
reprogramming is initiated, possibly only after further action 
by the user for a receiver like the receivers 200 and 201 
requiring communication with the host system 4 or, prefer- 
ably, automatically for a receiver like receivers 210 and 211 
that include the data base 212 including the frequency data 
that is also available from the host system 4 for the receivers 
200 and 201. 

[0115] The use of the host system 4 has the advantage that 
the host system can include a large computer memory 
containing a large voliune of frequency allocation records, 
for example, obtained from the FCC. The central computer 
location can be regularly updated with new information, 
remaining cunent. By contrast, the data base 212, a ROM or 
EEPROM, for example, has a memory of finite capacity and 
must have a size convenient for the frequency scanning 
radio receivers 210 and 211. The data base 212, in order to 
accommodate such space requirements, may include fre- 
quency data for a limited portion of a large geographical 
area, for example, the United States, or a geographical area 
through with the user of the radio intends to travel. The 
memory may be custom programmed based u^wn the geo- 
graphical areas of interest from data available from the host 
system. Preferably, user identification information is stored 
in the data base 212 after pausing for display, as described 
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above, to reduce the computing capacity of a portable 
receiver and to minimize memory requirements. 

[0116] While the frequency scanning radio receiver 210 is 
illustrated as including both the GPS receiver 202 as well as 
the data base 212, an embodiment of the invention may 
include the data base 212 without the presence of the GPS 
receiver 202. In that arrangement, the host system 4 is 
unnecessary but an independent means of determining and 
inputting the location of the frequency scanning radio 
receiver must be provided. 

[0117] Among the advantages of the frequency scanning 
radio receivers 200, 301, 210, and 211 is the elimination of 
a need to determine the user's location in terms of postal 
codes and locality names, such as townships or counties. In 
fact, by directly obtaining and using latitude and longitude 
information through the GPS receiver or some other geo- 
graphical positioning system that is or may become avail- 
able, the necessity of continually determining potentially 
obscure information is eliminated. The search engine for 
assembling frequency data for a specific geographical loca- 
tion is simpler whether in a host system or internal to a 
frequency scanning radio receiver including the data base 
212. 

[0118] FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating the program- 
ming of a frequency scanning radio receiver, such as any of 
the receivers 200201, 210, and 211, in which the location of 
the receiver is determined by a communication device, such 
as the GPS receiver 202, communicating with a geographi- 
cal positioning system. The flow chart of FIG. 12 illustrates 
the steps taken by the host system 4, receiving the location 
information from the receiver 200, and supplying frequency 
data for programming the receiver. FIG. 12 is similar to, but 
simpler than, the process illustrated in FIG. 5. Therefore, 
only the differences between the two processes are men- 
tioned here. Since the location of the frequency scanning 
radio receiver is determined by the GPS receiver 202, there 
is no necessity for any step of translating a postal code, i.e., 
zip code, to a generalized location. Rather, the location 
information is provided directly as latitude and longitude 
information that can be readily compared to frequency 
allocation records identifying the locations of transmitters 
by latitude and longitude. Therefore, a number of steps 
illustrated in FIG. 5, translating postal code or other non- 
lat/lon data into lat/lon data, are unnecessary in this embodi- 
ment and do not appear in FIG. 12. 

[0119] FIG. 12 still includes a test to determine whether 
the latitude and longitude supplied from the GPS are within 
a reasonable range, e.g., zero degrees to ninety degrees and 
zero degrees to three hundred sixty degrees, and, if not, 
providing an error message and an opportunity for manual 
correction. As in the process of FIG, 5, failure of correction 
leads to a time-out, terminating the reprogramming process. 
\^th the exception of these differences from FIG. 5, the 
process of supplying frequency data illustrated schemati- 
cally in FIG. 12 is the same as the process of FIG. 5. 
However, the host system is simplified since no correlation 
table between postal codes and locality names and latitude 
and longitude locations is required. 

[0120] FIG. 13 is a schematic illustration of the elements 
of a frequency scanning radio receiver according to embodi- 
ments of the invention. Only the parts of that schematic 
diagram that differ from FIG. 6 are described. In addition to 



the elements shown in FIG. 6, the frequency scanning radio 
receiver illustrated in FIG. 13 includes the GPS receiver 202 
under control of the CPU 62 and, optionally, the frequency 
data data base 212, also under control of the CPU 62. The 
modem 68 and the digital-to-analog converter 70 are 
optional in this embodiment. As previously described, the 
GPS receiver 202 determines the location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver either in response to a manual 
programming request input through the keyboard 72 to the 
CPU 62 or, automatically, upon the passage of each fixed 
time interval, in response to an instruction from the CPU 62. 
FIG. 13 is schematic. While the GPS receiver 202 and the 
frequency data base 212 are shown there, they may not be 
within the same package as in receiver 201 and 211. 

[0121] When the frequency data data base 212 is included 
in the frequency scanning radio receiver, functioning as the 
resource for frequency data regardless of the location of the 
radio receiver, the modem 68 and the digital-to-analog 
converter 70 are not needed for obtaining frequency data 
from a host system to program the radio receiver. However, 
it may be useful to include the modem and digital-to-analog 
converter to update the data base 212 in the event the 
memory of that data base is fixed in place and may be 
altered. The memory of the data base 212 is different from 
and relatively larger than the flash memory 64 and the 
memory 66 illustrated in FIG. 13. Those memories 64 and 
66 include the program for control and operation of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver as well as the frequency 
data used in the operation of the radio receiver, i.e., identi- 
fying frequencies of transmissions that are of interest and 
that are to be monitored for the current location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver. Of course, a single 
memory of a particular type, partitioned for these different 
memory functions, may be used. FIGS. 14 and 15 are flow 
diagrams illustrating processes of programming frequency 
scaiming radio receivers according to the invention. FIG. 14 
illustrates such a process when a host system is employed, 
for example, with the radio receiver embodiments 200 and 
201 of FIGS. 10a 10b and FIG. 15 ilhistrates the far simpler 
process of programming a frequency scanning radio receiver 
such as the embodiments 210 and 211 of FIGS. Ua and Ub 
including both the GPS receiver for determining the location 
of the radio receiver and the data base 212 supplying 
frequency data. Both of FIGS. 14 and 15 are similar to FIG. 
7 and, therefore, only the differences between those figures 
and FIG. 7, which was earlier described, are explained. 

[0122] In the process of FIG. 14, in which the frequency 
scanning radio receiver oommimicates with the host system, 
that communication is initiated by the user of the finequency 
scanning radio receiver. Essentially, the process is the same 
as in FIG. 7 except that postal code information is not sent 
to the host system and need not be input through the 
keyboard of the receiver Instead, the location of the fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver is expressed in terms of 
latitude and longitude and supplied direcUy from the GPS 
receiver to the host system for processing and for the 
selection of frequency data pertinent to the location ^eci- 
fied. 

[0123] The process of FIG. 15 is clearly substantially 
simpler than the process of FIG. 14 since there is no 
necessity of establishing a link to the host system over a 
commimication medium, no hand-shaking routine, and no 
necessity of checking for communication errors occurring in 



us 2001/0006892 Al 



12 



Jul. 5, 2001 



the coaunuDication medium. All that is required is specifi- 
cation of the location of the radio receiver, information 
provided directly from the GPS receiver, a test to ensure that 
the location information is valid, and the search routine that 
wouid normally be carried out in the host system. If the 
location information is invalid, the user is given an oppor- 
tunity to manually enter correct information or to correct the 
information that is supplied from the GPS. The searching in 
this embodiment requires that the CPU 62 of FIG. 13 
include a search engine and have suf&cient computing power 
to select the frequency data needed by the frequency scan- 
ning radio receiver from the data base 212. 

[0124] The process of FIG. 15 assumes that no parse 
engine is present in the frequency scanning radio receiver 
and that the frequency data in the data base 212 has already 
been processed so that user identification and service code 
can be directly retrieved with the frequency data that is 
correlated with transmitter location. The pre-processing of 
the finequency data stored in the data base 212 is preferred 
when the data base is internal to the frequency scanning 
radio receiver to minimize the required computational 
capacity of the CPU 62. If a parse engine is part of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver, then the steps in the 
middle and right columns of FIG. 5 have to be added to the 
process illustrated in FIG. 15 to describe fully the collection 
of frequency data for a particular geographical location. The 
parse engine steps illustrated in FIG. 5 are not exclusive and 
simpler search and data oiganization routines may be 
employed, particularly with a simplified data base 212, to 
achieve acceptable search times with reasonable computer 
searching capacity. 

[0125] While the invention has been described in the 
foregoing paragraphs with respect to its application to 
progranmiable frequency scanning radio receivers, the 
invention has stiU other applications. For example, the 
invention may be applied to a transceiver that has a pro- 
grammable feature. The invention is applicable to transceiv- 
ers that operate in either simplex or duplex operation, i.e., 
with a single frequency for transmission and reception or 
different frequencies for transmission and reception. The 
invention is particularly applicable to such transceivers as 
may be used by civilian and military organizations that move 
through geographical areas that are sufficiently large that at 
least one transmitter or receiver frequency must be changed 
due to the change in location. 

[0126] Examples of programmable transceivers according 
to the invention are shown in FIGS. 16a, 16^, 17a, and 17b. 
The transceiver 214 in FIG. 16a generally corre^nds to 
the receiver 200 of FIG. 10a with the exception that a radio 
transmitter 216 is also present. The controller 204 controls 
the operation of the radio transmitter 216 and the frequen- 
cies on which it transmits, just as the controller controls the 
frequencies that are monitored by the radio receiver 206. In 
the transceiver 214, the GPS receiver 202 is contained 
within the same package as the radio receiver 206 and the 
radio transmitter 216. 

[0127] In the embodiment of FIG. 16b, the transceiver 
218 is similar to the receiver 201 of FIG. 10i> but also 
includes the radio transmitter 216. In the transceiver 218, the 
GPS receiver 202 is external to the package containing the 
radio receiver 206 and the radio transmitter 216. The GPS 
receiver may be coupled to the transceiver 218 by an 



external cable extending between jacks or plugs in one or 
both of the GPS receiver 202 and the transceiver 218. 

[0128] FIG. 17a illustrates a programmable transceiver 
224 that is identical to the transceiver 214 of FIG. 16a 
except that the transceiver 224 includes the internal fre- 
quency data data base 212. Thus, the progranmaable trans- 
ceiver 224 does not require a radio or modem for commu- 
nicating with a host system at a remote location containing 
a frequency data data base with frequency allocation infor- 
mation and corresponding geographical location informa- 
tion for each of the frequency allocations. Instead, that data 
base is contained within the frequency data data base 212. 

[0129] Finally, in FIG. 17b, the transceiver 226 is essen- 
tially the same as the transceiver 224 of FIG. 17a except that 
the GPS receiver 202 is not contained within the same 
package as the radio receiver 206 and the radio transmitter 
216. While the external GPS receiver 202 requires connec- 
tion via a cable or some other means to the transceiver 226, 
the same GPS receiver 202 can be used with many sudi 
transceivers, even including transceiver 218 of FIG. 166, 
reducing transceiver cost. 

[0130] As in the previously described programmable fre- 
quency scanning radio receivers, in the transceiver embodi- 
ments of FIGS. 16a, 166,17a, and 176 a request for an 
update of the frequency data stored within the memory in the 
transceiver may be requested manually, for example, by 
actuating a keypad of a soft key, or automatically from 
time-to-time without manual input. The latter feature is 
particularly useful since continual reprogramming may 
occur without the knowledge or involvement of the user of 
the transceiver. The change in frequencies of operation, both 
for transmission and reception, may be seamless, i.e., with- 
out an indication to the user of the change in frequency that 
has occurred, llie user would be able to continue commu- 
nication continually while changing location without inter- 
mption for reprogramming of the transceiver frequency or 
frequencies. 

[0131] The transceiver, in the programming function, 
operates in the same fashion akeady described with respect 
to the programmable frequency scanning radio receiver. The 
interaction with a remote host containing a data base follows 
the process of FIG. 14, for example, and the process of 
reprogranmning the frequency data with an internal data base 
follows, for example, the process of FIG. 15. A difference 
may occur when different receiving and transmitting fre- 
quencies are employed by the transceiver. In that event, an 
appropriate identifier with respect to each frequency alloca- 
tion must be used to identify which frequencies are to be 
used by the radio receiver of the transceiver and which are 
to be used by the radio transmitter of the transceiver. In 
general, while not affecting overall operation of the inven- 
tion, in the transceiver, fewer operating frequencies may be 
retained at one time as compared to a frequency scanning 
radio receiver in which a relatively large number of discrete 
frequencies may be present in the frequency data for moni- 
toring of transmissions. 

[0132] FIG. 18 is a schematic illustration of a transceiver 
apparatus according to the invention. FIG. 18 is essentially 
the same as FIG. 13 except for additionally including the 
transmitter 216 that incorporates a tuner imder the control of 
the CPU 62. In FIG. 18, as in HGS. 16a, 166, 17a, and 176, 
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elements that have akeady been described with respect to 
other figures are given the same reference numbers and are 
not described again. 

[0133] While the invention has been described in some 
detail by way of illustration and example, the invention is 
susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms, 
and is not restricted to the specific embodiments disclosed. 
It should be understood that these q>ecific embodiments are 
not intended to limit the invention but, on the contrary, the 
intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents, and 
alternatives falling within the spirit and scope of the inven- 
tion as defined in the following claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
comprising: 

a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a fiist communication device coupled to the frequency 
scanning radio receiver for determining the geographi- 
cal location of the frequency scanning radio receiver by 
communication with a geographical positioning sys- 
tem; 

a memory for storing frequency data, the frequency data 
including a plurality of frequencies corresponding to 
respective transmitting parties of interest located within 
a reception range of the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver; and 

a processing circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, 
and the first communication device, accessing the 
memory, controlling the receiver and the transmitter to 
operate only at the frequencies of the frequency data in 
the memory, and contruUing and receiving a determi- 
nation of the geographical location of the transceiver by 
the first communication device for updating the fre- 
quency data. 

2. The programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 wherein the first communication device 
and the receiver are contained in a single package. 

3. The programmable fi^uency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 wherein the first communication device 
and the receiver are contained in separate packages. 

4. The programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 including a data base of frequency 
allocations and geographical location information corre- 
sponding to the frequency allocations, internal to the fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver, wherein the processing 
circuit, in response to a determination of geographical 
position of the frequency scanning radio receiver through 
the first communication device, accesses the data base, 
selects frequency allocations for the geographical location of 
the frequency scaiming radio receiver, aiKl stores the fre- 
quency allocations selected as the frequency data in the 
memory. 

5. The programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 4 wherein the processing circuit, in 
response to a request, detennines distance between a current 
geographical location of the receiver determined through the 
first communication device and a geographical location 
determined through the first communication device at last 
previous access of the data base and only accesses the data 



base to update the frequency data stored in the memory if the 
distance exceeds a minimum distance. 

6. The programmable frequency scaiming radio receiver 
according to claim 1 wherein the processing circuit, in 
response to a request, detennines distance between a current 
geographical location of the receiver determined through the 
first commtmication device and a geographical location 
determined through the first communication device at last 
previous access of a data base of frequency allocation and 
geographical location information corre^onding to the fre- 
quency allocations, and only accesses the data base to update 
the frequency data stored in the memory if the distance 
exceeds a minimum distance. 

7. Hie programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 comprising an input device coupled to 
the processing circuit for manually entering a request for the 
first communication device to determine the geographical 
location of the frequency scaiming radio receiver. 

8. Hie programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 wherein the processing circuit auto- 
matically makes a request for determination of the geo- 
graphical location of the frequency scanning radio receiver 
through the first communication device based upon passage 
of time since the last request for determination of geographi- 
cal location. 

9. The programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 1 comprising a second communication 
device coiq>led to the processing circuit for communicating 
with a host system containing a data base of frequency 
allocation and geographical location information corre- 
sponding to the frequency allocations and located remotely 
from the receiver, supplying the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver determined by the first 
communication device to the host system, and receiving the 
frequency allocations for the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver from the host system, the 
processing circuit storing the frequency allocations for the 
geographical location in the memory as the frequency data. 

10. A programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
comprising: 

a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a memory for storing frequency data, the frequency data 
inchiding a phirality of fi^uencies corresponding to 
respective transmitting parties of interest located within 
a reception range of the geogr^hical location of the 
fr^uency scanning radio receiver 

a data base of frequency allocations and geographical 
location information corresponding to the frequency 
allocations, internal to the frequency scanning radio 
receiver, for programming the frequency scanning 
radio receiver; and 

a processing circuit coi^led to the memory, the receiver, 
and the data base, assembling the frequency data from 
the data base, based on the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver, storing in the 
memory the frequency data assembled from the data 
base, and controlling the receiver to monitor transmis- 
sions only at the frequencies of the frequency data in 
the memory. 

11. A method of automatically programming a frequency 
scanning radio receiver to monitor transmissions only on 
programmed discrete frequencies comprising: 
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determining the geographical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver through a first communication 
device coupled to the frequency scanning radio receiver 
by commimicating with a geographical positioning 
system 

in response to the geographical location determination, 
assembling frequency data from a data base including 
frequency allocations and geographical location infor- 
mation corresponding to the frequency allocations for 
locations proximate the geographical location of the 
frequency scanning radio receiver, determined through 
the first communication device; 

supplying the frequency data from the data base to a 
memory in the frequency scanning radio receiver, and 

in response to the frequency data received from the data 
base, programming the frequency scanning radio 
receiver to monitor transmissions only on operating 
frequencies of the frequency data. 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the data base is 
internal to the frequency scanning radio receiver and includ- 
ing assembling the frequency data with a search engine 
within the frequency scanning radio receiver. 

13. The method of claim 11 wherein the data base is 
located in a host system remote from the frequency scanning 
radio receiver and including sending a programming request 
to the host system through a second coamiunication device 
internal to the frequency scanning radio receiver, and receiv- 
ing the frequency data from the host system through the 
second communication device, the frequency data being 
assembled in the host system. 

14. The method of claim 11 including manually request- 
ing the first communication device to determine the geo- 
graphical location of the frequency scanning radio receiver. 

15. The method of claim 11 including automatically 
determining the geographical location of the frequency 
scanning radio receiver through the first communication 
device at respective time intervals. 

16. The method of claim 11 including, in response to a 
determination of current geographical location of the fre- 
quency scanning radio receiver, determining distance 
between the ciurent geographical location and the geo- 
graphical location since last access of the data base, and 
assembling the frequency data only if the distance exceeds 
a minimum distance. 

17. A programmable transceiver comprising: 

a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a transmitter for transmitting radio frequency transmis- 
sions at each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a first communication device coupled to the transceiver 
for determining the geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver by conununication with a geographical position- 
ing system; 

a memory for storing frequency data, the frequency data 
including a plurality of frequencies corresponding to 
respective transmitting and receiving parties of interest 
located within a reception and transmission range of the 
geographical location of the transceiver; and 

a processing circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, 
the transmitter, and the first communication device. 



accessing the memory, controlling the receiver and the 
transmitter to operate only at the frequencies of the 
frequency data in the memory, and controlling and 
receiving a determination of the geographical location 
of the transceiver by the first conomunication device for 
updating the frequency data. 

18. The programmable transceiver according to claim 17 
wherein the first communication device and the transceiver 
are contained in a single package. 

19. The programmable frequency scanning radio receiver 
according to claim 17 wherein the first communication 
device and the transceiver are contained in separate pack- 
ages. 

20. The programmable transceiver according to claim 17 
including a data base of frequency allocations, and geo- 
graphical location information oorre^nding to the fre- 
quency allocations internal to the transceiver, wherein the 
processing circuit, in response to a determination of geo- 
graphical position of the transceiver through the first com- 
munication device, accesses the data base, selects frequency 
allocations for the geographical location of the transceiver, 
and stores the frequency allocations selected as the fre- 
quency data in the memory. 

21. The programmable transceiver according to claim 20 
wherein the processing circuit, in response to a request, 
determines distance between a current geographical location 
of the receiver determined through the first communication 
device and a geographical location determined through the 
first communication device at last previous access of the 
data base and only accesses the data base to update the 
frequency data stored in the memory if the distance exceeds 
a minimum distance. 

22. The programmable transceiver according to claim 17 
wherein the prcx:essing circuit, in response to a request, 
determines distance between a current geographical location 
of the transceiver determined tbruiigli iiie fiist communica- 
tion device and a geographical location determined through 
the first communication device at last previous access of a 
data base of frequency allocation and geographical location 
information corresponding to the frequency allocations, and 
only accesses the data base to update the frequency data 
stored in the memory if the distance exceeds a minimum 
distance. 

23. The programmable transceiver according to claim 17 
comprising an input device coupled to the processing circuit 
for manually entering a request for the first communication 
device to determine the geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver. 

24. The progranunable transceiver according to claim 17 
wherein the processing circuit automatically makes a request 
for determination of the geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver through the first communication device based upon 
passage of time since the last request for determination of 
geographical location. 

25. The programmable transceiver according to claim 17 
comprising a second conununication device coupled to the 
processing circuit for communicating with a host system 
containing a data base of frequency allocation and geo- 
graphical location information corresponding to the fre- 
quency allocations and located remotely from the trans- 
ceiver, supplying the geographical location of the 
transceiver determined by the first communication device to 
the host system, and receiving the frequency allocations for 
the geographical location of the transceiver from the host 



us 2001/0006892 Al 



15 



Jul. 5, 2001 



system, the processing circuit storing the frequency alloca- 
tions for the geographical location in the memory as the 
frequency data. 

26. A programmable transceiver comprising: 

a receiver for receiving radio frequency transmissions at 
each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a transmitter for transmitting radio frequency transmis- 
sion at each of a plurality of discrete frequencies; 

a memory for storing frequency data, the frequency data 
including a plurality of frequencies corresponding to 
respective transmitting and receiving parties of interest 
located within a reception and transmission range of the 
geographic^ location of the transceiver, ■ 

a data base of frequency allocations and geographical 
location information corresponding to the frequency 
allocations, internal to the transceiver, for program- 
ming the transceiver; and 

a processing circuit coupled to the memory, the receiver, 
the transmitter, and the data base, assembling ±e 
frequency data from the data base, based on the geo- 
graphical location of the transceiver, storing in the 
memory the frequency data assembled from the data 
base, and oontrolhng the receiver and the transmitter to 
operate only at the frequencies of the frequency data in 
the memory. 

27. A method of automatically programming a transceiver 
to operate only on programmed discrete frequencies com- 
prising: 

determining the geographical location of the transceiver 
through a first communication device coupled to the 
transceiver by communicating with a geographical 
positioning system; 

in response to the geographical location determination, 
assembling frequency data from a data base including 



frequency allocations and geographical location infor- 
mation corresponding to the frequency allocations for 
locations proximate the geographical location of the 
transceiver determined through the first communication 
device; 

supplying the frequency data from the data base to a 
memory in the transceiver; and 

in response to the frequency data received from the data 
base, programming the transceiver to operate only on 
operating frequencies of the frequency data. 

28. The method of claim 27 wherein the data base is 
internal to the transceiver and including assembling the 
frequency data with a search engine within the transceiver. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein the data base is 
located in a host system remote from the transceiver and 
including sending a programming request to the host system 
through a second communication (kvice internal to the 
transceiver, and receiving the frequency data from the host 
system through the second communication device, the fre- 
quency data being assembled in the host system. 

30. The method of claim 27 including manually request- 
ing the first communication device to determine the geo- 
graphical location of the transceiver. 

31. The method of claim 27 including automatically 
determining the geographical location of the transceiver 
through the first communication device at respective time 
intervals. 

32. The method of claim 27 including, in response to a 
determination of current geographical location of the trans- 
ceiver, determining distance between the current geographi- 
cal location and the geographical location since last access 
of the data base, and assembfing the frequency data only if 
the distance exceeds a minimum distance. 

♦ ♦ ♦ * ♦ 
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